Criteria for determining suicide risk
Self-Inflicted: There is evidence that death was self-inflicted. This may be determined by pathologic (autopsy), toxicologic, investigatory, and psychologic evidence and by statements of the decedent or witnesses.
Intent: There is evidence (explicit and/or implicit) that, at the time of injury, the decedent intended to kill himself/herself or wished to die and that the decedent understood the probable consequences of his/her actions. This evidence may include:
· Explicit verbal or nonverbal expression of intent to kill self; 

· Implicit or indirect evidence of intent to die, such as: 

· preparations for death inappropriate to or unexpected in the context of the decedent's life, 

· expression of farewell or the desire to die or an acknowledgment of impending death, 

· expression of hopelessness, 

· expression of great emotional or physical pain or distress, 

· effort to procure or learn about means of death or to rehearse fatal behavior, precautions to avoid rescue, 

· evidence that decedent recognized high potential lethality of means of death, previous suicide attempt, previous suicide threat, 

· stressful events or significant losses (actual or threatened), or serious depression or mental disorder. 
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